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You  could  but... 

...would  that  really  solve  the  problem  of 
flooding? 

Noah  - you  remember  him  - thought  build- 
ing an  ark  was  the  answer  and  he  did 
manage  to  save  mankind  from  the  “Great 
Flood  ' of  biblical  days. 

But  Old  Noah  did  something  more  impor- 
tant than  just  build  an  ark  - he  took  action  to 
save  himself  and  his  belongings. 

Flooding  is  a natural  phenomenon.  Rivers 
and  streams  are  going  to  overflow  their 
banks  every  now  and  then. 

So  what  you  should  be  concerned  about 
are  ways  to  keep  floods  from  being  so 
damaging  and  costing  so  many  lives.  Maybe 
you  can’t  do  much  about  floods  themselves  - 
but  there’s  plenty  you  can  do  about  reducing 
losses  from  them. 


-j-/ 


The  main  answer  to  holding  flood  damage 
to  a minimum  is  pretty  obvious  - keep  the 
flood  plains  as  clear  as  possible.  A flood 
plain  is  that  area  along  a river  or  stream  onto 
which  water  will  flow  when  there’s  too  much 
for  the  banks  to  hold. 

So,  if  a flood  plain  is  used  mainly  for 
things  like  picnic  and  recreation  areas, 
parking  lots,  farming,  or  plain  old  open 
space,  damage  will  be  slight  when  the  waters 
inundate  it. 
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But,  what  can  YOU  do  to  protect  yourself, 
your  family,  your  home  or  business  if  you’re 
already  in  a floodprone  area? 

Here  are  some  suggestions: 


— Noah  heeded  the  flood  warnings  given 
to  him  and  built  his  ark.  You,  too,  should 
heed  flood  warnings  given  by  the  National 
Weather  Service.  These  can  give  you  plenty 
of  time  to  evacuate  your  home  or  business. 
And  when  the  warning  comes,  get  out  - fast! 
Don’t  risk  jeopardizing  your  life  and  those  of 
others  who  may  have  to  come  to  your  rescue 
later. 

— You  can  “floodproof”  your  house  or 
building.  Basically,  “floodproofing”  involves 
building  modifications  such  as  raising  the 
“first  floor”  above  flood  levels;  increasing 
the  building’s  structural  strength;  using  ma- 
terials which  won’t  be  destroyed  by  water; 
and  removing  from  the  lower  levels  equip- 
ment which  could  become  hazardous  if  sub- 
merged. 

— You  can  buy  flood  insurance  which  is 
available  from  the  Department  of  Housing 
and  Urban  Development  (HUD)  at  reasonable 
rates.  Make  sure  your  town  or  township  has 
joined  the  program,  otherwise  you  can’t  buy 
the  insurance.  If  it  hasn’t,  urge  the  town  fa- 
thers to  do  so. 


Okay.  Those  are  some  of  the  things  you 
can  do  to  protect  yourself.  There  are  also 
quite  a few  things  your  local  government  can 
do  - with  your  help. 

For  example: 

— Your  local  government  can  zone 
floodprone  areas  so  you  know  where  flood 
danger  exists  in  your  community. 

— Your  local  government  can  set  sub- 
division regulations  so  you  know  what  kind 
of  uses  are  allowed  in  these  areas. 

— Your  local  government  can  establish 
building  codes  so  you  know  what  kind  of 
construction  is  acceptable  in  the  floodprone 
areas  of  your  town. 

In  addition,  there  are  a lot  of  other  things 
that  can  be  done  by  various  governments. 

The  list  includes: 

— Urban  Redevelopment  - In  floodprone 
areas,  it  is  often  desirable  to  remove  build- 
ings and  create  parks,  open  areas  and 
parking  lots.  This,  obviously,  will  meet  with 
some  opposition  and  may  take  some  urging 
to  bring  about.  But  a redevelopment  program 
can  substantially  reduce  loss  of  both  proper- 
ty and  life  in  a flood  situation. 


— Warning  Signs  - Here’s  an  easy  one. 
Ask  officials  to  install  warning  signs  in- 
dicating high  water  marks  and  noting  that 
the  land  is  in  a floodprone  area.  This  can 


alert  prospective  land  buyers  and  developers 
by  telling  them  clearly  that  a flood  danger 
exists. 

— Open  Space  Areas  - Because  land  next 
to  streams  and  rivers  just  naturally  attracts 
recreation-minded  people,  parks,  play- 
grounds and  picnic  areas  can  be  placed  in 
the  flood  plain. 

— Tax  Adjustments  - To  keep  flood  plain 
land  used  for  farming,  parks  or  open  space 
from  becoming  too  attractive  for  commercial 
development,  tax  relief  can  be  given  for 
keeping  it  open. 


— Construction  Financing  - Here’s  a \way 
private  enterprise  can  help.  Lending  institu- 
tions can  deny  mortgages  to  builders  who 
want  to  build  in  flood  plains  or  in  high  flood 
risk  areas.  No  money,  no  construction. 

— Maintain  Stream  Capacity  at  Bridges  - 
As  towns  along  rivers  and  streams  grow,  the 
demand  for  more  crossings  increase.  When 
bridges  are  built,  government  must  make 
sure  the  water  flow  is  not  hindered  otherwise 
the  risk  of  flooding  is  increased. 


So  you  see,  building  an  ark  doesn’t  really 
solve  the  real  problem.  But  there  is  a way  you 
can  be  like  Cld  Noah.  You  can  be  flood  cons- 
cious. With  your  urging  and  support,  your 
government  can  do  a lot  to  minimize  damage 
and  needless  loss  of  life  from  future  floods. 
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U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers 
Baltimore  District 
PC  Box  1715 
Baltimore,  Md.  21203 

Soil  Conservation  Service 
Regional  and  Technical  Services 
7600  Westchester  Pike 
Upper  Darby,  Pa.  19082 

HUD  Philadelphia  Area  Cffice 
Curtis  Building 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 


Susquehanna  River  Basin  Commission  I 
5012  Lenker  St. 

Mechanicsburg,  Pa.  17055 


